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DARE YOU QUIT? 


Perhaps every Sunday school teacher and every worker 
with young people has wondered at times if his efforts to 
teach God’s Word and to win and hold young people for 
Christ have been of any real value. He does not intend, of 
course, to doubt God’s promises: “My word . . . shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” 
(Isa. 55:11), and “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him” (Psa. 126:6); but, in the 
press of the work and sometimes the apparent lack of re- 
sponse, he is tempted to despair, as was Elijah under the 
juniper tree. To any such, the testimony of John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
before the House Subcommittee on Appropriations, on Feb- 
ruary 8, 1960, should bring encouragement. Mr. Hoover 
was speaking in justification of the F.B.I. appropriation re- 
quest for the fiscal year 1961. In commenting on the role 
of the church in raising moral standards, Mr. Hoover said 
in part, “Many judges who handle juvenile cases have made 
the observation that the great bulk of the delinquents who 
appear before them are not regular attendants at Sunday 
school. I have often cited the situation of one juvenile court 
judge who, over a period of eight years, had some 8,000 boys 


and girls under seventeen years of age brought before him 
for violating the law. Of these 8,000 delinquent children, 
only 42 regularly attended Sunday school. Even more strik- 
ing was his finding that none of these children had a mother 
or father who attended Sunday school or church regularly. 
I think that these figures clearly show that youths who regu- 
larly attend Sunday school do not become involved in juve- 
nile criminal violatien. Youths should be encouraged to 
participate in religious training. It should be as regular as 
attending elementary and high schools. The youth who has 
experienced old-fashioned religious training, and who has 
received sound, efficient Bible teaching in the Sunday school, 
will be able to meet and resist temptation.” In the face of 
the terrifying figures reported by the F. B. I. for 1958 that 
show that in 1,586 cities covering all types of arrests, almost 
20% were under the age of 21, and that the arrest of juve- 
niles under the age of 18 increased 8.1% over the previous 
year, while the arrests of adults rose only 1.8%, we dare not 
relax our efforts in the church and Sunday school to reach 
for Christ every young person in our community. The 
Spirit of God has power to change their lives and to keep 
them from criminal paths if we will remain faithful as the 
channels through which He may work. May God give us 
the Christian love and perseverance we need. 





Lesson for June 26 in this issue 





Lesson 13.—The Firm Foundation 
Matthew 7:24-29; 21:28-32. 
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Notes on Open Letters: 


“What Is That in Thine Hand?” 


Yield It to God 
By Mildred H. Corbett 


not those of a mere man, but of God: 








HE questions of God are always 
significant, and often of a probing, 


God had commissioned Moses to bring 
forth His people from Egypt into the 
But Moses, looking 


“And the Lord said unto him, What 
And he said, 


We know how that rod was used at 
the command of God. God told Moses 
to cast the rod upon the ground, where- 
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C.E. Topic—Sweethearts Forever. 


upon it became a serpent. Moses was 
then told to put forth his “hand, and 
take the serpent by the tail” whereupon 
it again became a rod. The first use 
of Moses’ rod was to convince the 
Israelites that God had chosen Moses 


Moses next used the rod to do signs 


Be Be Ws TR Bi acevo cacncccscneice 472 
What the Bookshelves Show .....................- 473 
Children—Omat’s Answered Prayer. 

Tr Te i wissen 474 to deliver them. 
For Family Worship. 

By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. _........... 476 


before Pharaoh. But these signs were 


“I will smite with the rod that is in 
mine hand [in the hand of my serv- 
ant)” (Exod. 7:17). The rod was used, 
in the hand of Moses, to show the power 
of God. 

A short time after the Israelites left 
Egypt they found that they were being 
pursued by their former masters, and 
they began to complain. They were at 
the border of the Red Sea. God told 
them to go forward, and to Moses. He 
said, “Lift thou up thy rod ... and the 
children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea” 
(Exod. 14:16). And so it was. 

But there was one time when Moses 
used his rod against the command of 
God. God had told him to speak to the 
rock and water would come forth, but 
Moses in anger struck the rock with 
his rod. That which was in his hand 








for good became Moses’ instrument of 
disobedience and kept him from enter- 
ing the land of Canaan. That which 
we have in our hands may be used for 
good or ill. 

In the times of the Judges, Gideon 
heard one man tell another of a dream, 
the interpretaticn of which foretold that 
God would deliver Midian into his hand. 
Gideon did not have a large army, and 
the articles in their hands were trum- 
pets, empty pitchers, ahd lamps. 
Surely a queer assortment of weapons, 
but with them God gave the victory. 

Every child who has ever attended 
Sunday school knows how the young 
David slew the giant Goliath with a 
stone in a sling. 

Crowds had followed Jesus through 
the day, listening to His teachings and 
following eagerly every word He ut- 
tered. But night was coming on and 
many were far from home; all were 
hungry. The disciples were concerned 
about the needs of the people, but their 
faith was small. One young boy had 
brought his lunch: five loaves and two 
fish (Matt. 14:19). Of what use was 
this among so many? But Jesus took 
the loaves and fish, broke them, and 
fed a multitude. 

All of these things “in the hand” 
were utterly useless, in themselves, for 
the purpose for which they ultimately 
were used. Their usefulness lay in the 
fact that they were given up to God 
by consecrated and devoted owners. 

Moses’ staff may have been used for 
himself during his forty years in the 
desert, but when God was allowed to 
use it the rod showed God’s power 
and glory and brought deliverance and 
guidance to the Israelites under his 
care. When wrongly used, against the 
Word of God, lasting sorrow and dis- 
appointment resulted. 

Gideon’s small army may have felt 
rather ridiculous with their unusual 
weapons. However, the choice of in- 
struments was not theirs, but God’s. 

The small boy whose lunch was so 
marvelously used by the Master must 
have been thrilled and inspired by the 
words of the Lord; otherwise, would 
he have waited so long to eat the lunch? 
Surely he gave it to the disciples in a 
thankful and worshipful attitude, know- 
ing they belonged to the Lord. Even 
so, the gift had to be broken before it 
could be used to feed others. 

God’s work in churches and mission 
fields is being hampered today because 
many folk wish to keep for themselves 
the things that are in their hands. One 
who is making a _ substantial salary 
may not be willing to surrender it to 
God and use it as He directs; present 
luxuries and future security may be 
allowed first place. 

Although many missionaries are with- 
out full financial support, they plead 
first of all for prayer support. Are we 
willing to spend a greater portion of 
our time in prayer? 

There are young people who have 
heard the call of God to the mission 
field or other full-time Christian serv- 
ice, but they have been turned aside 
by the lure of material advantages and 


460 (4) 








other things more important than being 


in the will of God. 


In every church the tasks are done 
by a comparatively small number of the 
members. Yes, the reason is that others 
are holding fast to time, strength, abil- 
ities which God has given them, rather 
than presenting all to Him for His use. 

Do you have a pen in your hand? It 
can be used in the power of God to 
write sermons and other Christian lit- 
erature which may bring others to God 
or aid them in growing in the Christian 
life. A typewriter may be a most use- 
ful instrument in the work of the 
church, but it takes a willing operator. 
The willingness to take care of chil- 
dren in the nursery on Sunday morn- 
ing may allow young mothers to 
obtain needed spiritual refreshment with- 
out the distraction of little ones. Your 
testimony and even your presence at 
a rescue mission service may bring 
blessing to those who do not know 
Him. 

We could continue the list of things 
“in thine hand” and yet not mention 
the thing that God wants you to yield 
to Him, that He may use you and 
what you yield through the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. Let us 
search our own hearts and see if there 
is something that we are keeping hold 
upon that we are not willing to yield 
for service. Then let us be willing for 
God to search us. 

We need not fear that what we have 
is too small for God to use. Surely He 
delights in using and blessing what is 
offered to Him in humble and willing 
surrender. God does not force anyone 
to serve Him, but He yearns for our 
love and our complete dependence upon 
Him. 





; Se hee on- 
Open letters 








What About Backsliders? 


What about backsliders? There are 
many harsh things said about back- 
sliders. A backslider must have been 
saved in the first place, or he would 
have nothing to backslide from. If 
a backslider dies in a_ backslidden 
condition, will his soul be lost?—A 
Kansas reader. 


The Kansas reader is correct in stat- 
ing that a backslider must have been 
saved in the first place or he would 
have nothing from which to backslide. 
The term “backsliding” is generally 
used to imply continuing in sin, rather 
than an individual slip. For example, 
the Children of Israel are repeatedly 
referred to by the Prophets as a back- 
slidden nation, and their history shows 
repeated backsliding and _ restoration. 

The remedy for backsliding is the 
same as for that of individual sins. It 
is the acknowledgment of and confes- 
sion of the sin to God, and the accept- 
ance of His forgiveness and cleansing. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 





and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness . 

If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” (1 
John 1:9; 2:1, 2). 

However, the fact that God has pro- 
vided a simple remedy for backsliding 
should not cause us to treat lightly 
sin in any form. To provide this way 
of escape, God gave the most precious 
thing He had, His own Son, and the 
Lord Jesus was willing to take upon 
Himself the penalty for our sins in order 
that we might be forgiven. 

Sin of any kind grieves the Holy 
Spirit and, if persisted in, will lead to 
the chastening of the believer so that 
he may be brought to that place where 
he will acknowledge his sin and seek 
forgiveness and restoration and the 
abundant pardon that God has for 
everyone that will seek it (Isa. 55:7; 
Heb. 12:7-11). 

Sometimes Hebrews 10:26 is quoted 
to imply that the backslider cannot be 
restored. It reads, “For if we sin wil- 
fully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins.” The 
context will show, however, that this 
verse has to do with the rejection of 
Christ’s atoning sacrifice. In other 
words, this is a case of apostasy rather 
than backsliding. God, through the 
Prophets repeatedly pleaded with Israel 
to turn from their backsliding and re- 
ceive His forgiveness. In Galatians 6: 
1, believers are especially admonished, 
“If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” 
Likewise the Lord Jesus, in the Pass- 
over chamber, after He had washed 
the feet of His disciples, said to them, 
“Ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to 
you” (John 13:14, 15). These admoni- 
tions would have no point if the 
backslider could not be restored. 

Apostasy, on the other hand, is a 
deliberate denial and rejection of truths 
that would save a man (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). 
It raises the probability that one who, 
having heard the Gospel and turned 
from the truth, even though he may 
have: made an outward profession of 
Christianity, was never truly saved. 

As for the backslider being lost, if 
he dies in a backslidden condition, such 
a supposition involves the eternal se- 
curity of the believer. There can be 
no doubt that such a one will suffer 
loss when he stands before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, but it will be a 
loss of reward rather than the eternal 
loss of his soul. The Lord Jesus said 
concerning His sheep, “And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man _ pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand” (John 10: 
28, 29). 
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2. Christian Unity — or World Conformity? 


Two methods of seeking one church 


sultant, overheard during the sec- 

ond assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston, in 
1954, pointed up the fundamental error 
of the ecumenical movement, “The 
thing that is wrong here is the assump- 
tion that we are all Christians. We 
choose ‘Christ the hope of the world’ as 
our theme and get into arguments about 
the Second Coming. When it comes to 
such things, I am from Missouri. I 
have my doubts about the Virgin Birth. 
I don’t believe in the bodily Resur- 
rection of Christ. And this ‘coming- 
again’ stuff is plain foolishness. How 
can a man with any intellectual hon- 
esty stoop to such nonsense?” (“The 
Coming Great Church,” by Murch, p. 
7). Perhaps more serious is the false 
assumption that all the churches 
banded together in the movement are 
preaching the same gospel. 


O': comment by an American con- 


An Evasion Rather Than an Answer 


The loosely interpreted brief state- 
ment of the basis for membership in 
the World Council serves as an evasion 
rather than an answer to the question: 
Who really belongs in the one church? 

When Christ prayed, “That they all 
may be one” (John 17:21), who were 
the subjects He had in view? He 
sought the unity of those given Him 
by the Father, who are mentioned ten 
times in John’s Gospel including seven 
references to them in chapter 17 (6:37, 
39; 10:29; 17:2, 6 [twice], 9, 11, 12, 24). 
In John 17:11 the subjects of the prayer 
for unity are linked with this plea for 
oneness: “Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we 
are.” In verse 20 the believers of future 
generations are included: “Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word.” So in verse 21 He intercedes 
for those whom the Father had already 
given Him and all future believers 
“that they all may be one.” 

The first reference in John’s Gospel 
to those whom the Father has given to 
the Son was intended to clearly dis- 
tinguish this select company from those 
who were coming to Him for super- 
ficial reasons (compare John 6:26 with 
verse 37). In 6:39 He assures them “that 
of all which he [the Father] hath given 
me I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up again at the last day.” We 
may conclude that those given to Christ 
by the Father are all true believers, 
not a mixture of wheat and tares. 

The parable of the Wheat and Tares 
(Matt. 13:24-30) has been frequently 
used as an argument for the inclusion 
of hypocrites and heretics in the church. 
If we are bound to have in our own 
church those who do not make a sound 


June 11, 1960 (Lesson for June 26) 


In this second of three articles on 
modern trends in the church, the di- 
rector of the Oklahoma Branch of 
the Bible Lovers’ League points out 
the fallacy of trying not to offend 
anyone and emphasizing the areas of 
theological agreement in order to 
bring about church unity. Next 
week he will discuss “The Key to 
Christian Unity.” 








profession of faith, why refuse to unite 
with other churches where false teach- 
ing is prevalent or even dominant? 
However, the command to leave the 
tares in the field, which is the world, 
does not require that we leave them 
in the church. 

This charge must be’ understood 
against the background of Israel’s law 
(Deut. 13). Israel was commanded to 
put to death a false prophet or an in- 
dividual who had begun to follow a 
false god, and to destroy a city that 
had fallen into this sin. Applied to the 
church today it would mean more than 
exclusion of an individual or a min- 
ister from the church because of im- 
morality or false teaching. The church 
would have to use the power of the 








The Good Shepherd 


By Grace Robinson 


HE Lord is my Shepherd, 
No hireling is He, 
Who leaveth the flock 
From danger to flee. 
When He leads forth His sheep 
He goeth before; 
In the fold they are safe 
For He is the Door. 


The wee little lambs 
He bears in His arm, 
And shelters the weak 
From all that would harm. 
Should any be lost 
Or willfully stray, 
He bringeth them back, 
For He is the Way. 


His sheep know His voice 
And follow Him where 
The pasture is rich— 
So green and so fair. 
By still, quiet waters, 
Apart from all strife, 
He feedeth His flock, 
For He is the Life. 


The Lord is my Shepherd; 
His Father has said 
No lamb shall be lost 
That by Him is led. 
He lays down His life 
Safe-folded to keep, 
Forever in Heaven, 
His dearly bought sheep. 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


state to outlaw and kill those whose 
teachings are considered false. This is 
what the parable of the Wheat and 
Tares prohibits. We should, however, 
purge out the immoral and the heretics 

(followers of false teaching) from the 
church (1 Cor. 5 and Titus 3:10). 

The interpretation of this parable 
may do more than anything else to 
determine the course that Christians 
will take in the years ahead. It points 
out clearly two methods of seeking 
Christian unity. , 

The first is the ecumenical way. This 
view assumes that the wheat and tares 
are equally present in all churches. 
No serious concern is exercised to elim- 
inate those churches that do not preach 
the Gospel. For any church to think 
that it more faithfully defends the Gos- 
pel than others do is regarded as a 
mark of pride. The result is an in- 
discriminate union of the true and the 
false with the weight of authority in 
the new movement resting on the nu- 
merical strength and political maneu- 
vering of the various churches thus 
united. In such a brotherhood the pat- 
tern of unity set forth in the Word of 
God, based on loyalty to the truth, is 
rejected. Truth and righteousness must 
be trimmed to satisfy the demands of 
false teachers whose standing in the 
broad WCC is apparently quite secure. 
This is world conformity. 


What Christian Unity Demands 


The alternative is the Scriptural road 
to unity. It may be illustrated by a 
different figure. Suppose some extra 
pieces have fallen into a box contain- 
ing the parts for a machine. To fit 
the machine together would require a 
knowledge of the diagram so that you 
could set aside the extra parts and 
place all those that belonged to the 
machine in their right order. Thus 
Christian unity demands a_ growing 
knowledge of the Bible and the cour- 
age to eliminate those who plainly do 
not meet the Bible test of a Christian 
believer. 

The parable of the Wheat and Tares 
points to two great reunions in Chris- 
tendom—first the tares, then the wheat. 
Changing to another Scriptural symbol, 
the sheep will respond to their Shep- 
herd’s voice and will not follow a 
stranger (John 10:4-5). The goats will 
follow the call of worldly wisdom ap- 
plied to the church, but the sheep 
trained to hear the pure Word of God 
will answer the call to a higher re- 
union (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:1). 

Does the plea for Christian unity 
arising in the World Council come from 
the Bible, or is it really an echo of the 
trend of the times? 


(Continued on page 476) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





How different. would be a bio- 

graphical encyclopedia compiled 
according to deeds done for Christ from 
the ordinary encyclopedias now avail- 
able written from a worldly viewpoint. 
On February 22, a devoted servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Rev. William 
Strong, was buried at Temucho, Chile. 
In his earlier years, Mr. Strong was an 
insurance agent, but in 1923, he sold his 
business and, though not knowing a word 
of Spanish, took his wife and children 
to Chile to preach the Gospel to the sol- 
diers there. With persistence, he was 
soon able to master the Spanish langu- 
age, and for thirty-seven years he con- 
tinued his marvelous ministry in South 
America, which included the founding 
of the Soldiers and Gospel Mission of 
that country. It is said that during this 
period he personally distributed over 
300,000 copies of the Gospel of John 
and the Gideon New Testament to the 
Chilean armed forces. Today the mis- 
sion which he established has 45 mis- 
sionaries, and carries on an influential 
ministry in strategic cities, in isolated 
Indian areas, and in the southern Chiloe 
Islands. 


Mr. J. Howard Pew, Director of the 
Sun Oil Company, President of the 
United Presbyterian Foundation, and a 
very generous contributor to many 
evangelical causes, in addressing the an- 
nual meeting of the United Presby- 
terian Men in Chicago, asserted that 
the church had no right to meddle in 
secular affairs by making pronounce- 
ments on social and political issues. 
He warned the group—and he should 
know what he is talking about—that 
many business and professional men 
were withholding financial contributions 
from the church because they objected 
to its recent statements on issues such 
as civil rights and collective bargain- 
ing. They feel, said Mr. Pew, that 
many of those who are primarily re- 
sponsible for these statements have 
neither the knowledge nor the com- 
petence to make them. “They know, 
too, that these pronouncements fre- 
quently coincide with Communist ob- 
jectives.” 


A Professor’s “Biblical” Canon.—I had 
thought that the day was past for rec- 
ommending some classics of world lit- 
erature to be placed on an equal plane 
with the Holy Scriptures by professors 
of Christianity in American universi- 
ties, but apparently this is not so. I 
am sorry to see the following statement 
by Dr. Vernon S. McCasland, Professor 
of Religion at the University of Virginia 
for over twenty years, in the Journal of 
Biblical Literature: 

“When we write theology these days, 
we do not hesitate to draw freely from 
other ancient sources of our own time. 
It is difficult to see how one could 
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understand the theology of even a Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, but more especially of 
Paul Tillich, if one knew only the bibli- 
cal canon. And who would wish to 
silence such a Christian theologian as 
Tillich? 

“Of course no one would be willing 
to lose a single word from our biblical 
canon, but I think that contemporary 
Christians will wish to go far beyond 
it. What of August, St. Thomas, Plato, 


Aristotle, Luther and Calvin? Yes, 
what of Gautama, Shankara, and 
Gandhi? I feel certain that the Spirit 


of God leads many Christians of our 
time to hear the Divine Word spoken 
by men whose mother tongue was 
neither Hebrew nor Greek. 

“It appears to me that the biblical 
canon was essentially a collection of 
the Great Books which Hebrews and 
early Christians knew. In our time 
our real canon might properly be all 
the Great Books of the world. Has 
God left any people without revelation?” 


Unbelieving Scientists—From time to 
time in these columns I have mentioned 
the tragic fact that many of our mod- 
ern scientists, especially those in the 
fields of physics and chemistry, are 
total unbelievers. They are not so 
much opposed to the Christian faith as 
they are simply irreligious and indiffer- 
ent to the faith. Occasionally a star- 
tling confirmation of this appears. The 
March issue of Fortune carries the first 
of a series of articles on leading Ameri- 
can scientists, by Francis Bello. This 
initial survey, devoted to physicists, in- 
cludes such men as Rabi, Oppenheimer, 
Segre, and the like. The following 
statement is made regarding “eleven of 
the most distinguished physicists in the 
country who have made lasting contri- 
butions to the growth and vigor of 
American science”: “They are all 
Americans either by birth, adoption or 
education, though two are not citizens. 
Five have won Nobel prizes, eight are 
of Jewish ancestry, but none of the 
eleven has any formal interest in re- 
ligion.” 

Now before making this assertion the 
author must have asked each of these 
men something about their religious 
life, and must have received negative 
replies from all of them. One of the 
men admitted that though he had been 
brought up in an orthodox Jewish at- 
mosphere, he had given the Jewish 
faith no attention in his adult life. 

One cannot help but wonder what 
the future holds for our civilization, 
unquestionably in the hands of scien- 
tists who, for the most part, do not even 
believe in God. 


Romanizing America.—An article, “An 
Organized Army,” appearing in the 
well-informed Protestant journal, Chris- 
tian Heritage, sets forth some amazing 


statistics, culled from contemporary 
Catholic publications. 

The New York area from Camden, 
N. J., north to Bridgeport, Conn. and 
lower New York State—probably the 
most politically decisive area in our 
country—at the present time has 1493 
Roman Catholic schools and colleges, 
1389 Roman Catholic churches (notice, 
more schools and _ colleges’ than 
churches) and 873 miscellaneous Roman 
Catholic institutions. These are oper- 
ated by 6,131 priests, 1,854 brothers, and 
22,453 sisters, serving a laity of 5,814,212. 

The Catholic Club of New York has 
450 members, with regular meetings at 
the elite Park Lane Hotel. There are 
1,200 membérs in the Carol Club, and 
21 Catholic Laymen’s First Friday 
Clubs. All of these cater to Catholic 
businessmen and women. Active also 
are the Catholic Committee on Scout- 
ing, the Catholic Actors Guild of 
America (1,250 members), the Catholic 
Apostate of Radio, Television, and Ad- 
vertising (2,500 members), the Guild of 
Catholic Lawyers (850 members), sev- 
eral guilds for Catholic executives and 
employees of insurance companies, a 
Catholic Institute of the Food Trade, 
the Catholic Institute of the Press, and 
the Catholic Press Association, to which 
belong 543 officials and publishers of 
newspapers, magazines, and books. 

For authors, there is the powerful 
Catholic Writers’ Guild. I did not know 
before that each of the New York 
daily newspapers, the Times, the Her- 
ald, the Tribune, and the Daily News, 
has its own Catholic Action Society. 
The Catholic Court Attaches Guild 
has 1,900 members, the Catholic Guild 
of the Office of President of the Borough 
of Manhattan, 800 members, and the 
Catholic Guild of the New York City 
Department of Welfare, 1,300 members. 
Two thousand Catholic doctors, nurses, 
interns, and other employees of the New 
York City Department of Hospitals are 
organized in 16 Municipal Hospital Chap- 
ters. Of the 21,000 policemen in New 
York City, one-half are Roman Catholic. 
This could be continued ad infinitum. 
No one can deny the concluding state- 
ment of this article—that “the eight 
main departments of the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference—the Executive, 
Educational, Legal, Press, Immigration, 
Social Action, Youth, and Lay organi- 
zations are working constantly to bring 
about the Romanization of this coun- 
try.” 


School Closings on Jewish Holidays. 
—Some tremendous changes are taking 
place in our country, and over the en- 
tire world, in almost every area of life, 
particularly in the field of religion. The 
Superintendent of Schools of New York 
City, Dr. John J. Theobald, has pro- 
posed that the public schools in that 
city be closed on September 22 and 23, 
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the Jewish New Year. The Board of 
Education Committee on Instruction 
Affairs has approved the recommen- 
dation, and has passed it on to the full 
board for action. If the board ap- 
proves, the New York City school sys- 
tem will be closed for the first time on 
a Jewish holiday. Dr. Theobald said 
he also favors closing the schools on 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, 
which this year falls on Saturday, Oc- 
tober 1, when the schools would nor- 
mally be closed anyway. 

It is not known how high a percent- 
age of pupils in the New York City 
schools are of the Jewish faith, since 
no record is kept of religious affiliations. 
However, according to Dr. Theobald, the 
motivating factor in this is not the 
number of Jewish pupils, but the large 
number of Jewish teachers in the school 
system who, of course, would be absent 
on the Jewish holidays. If this proposal 
is adopted, no doubt other school sys- 
tems of our larger cities will follow 
suit. 


Outlawing Sunday Real Estate Trans- 
actions.—Since the drift today in most 
parts of our country is toward an open 
Sunday, that is, stores, particularly food 
markets, remaining open for business 
on Sunday, it is refreshing to note a 
recent announcement that after years 
of discussion the Westchester County 
(New York) Real Estate Board has in- 
augurated a campaign to outlaw all 
real estate transactions on Sunday. The 
1190 members of this Board have been 
sent questionnaires asking for their 
opinion in this matter. Opposition is 
already arising to the proposal. The 
Builders Institute of Westchester and 
Putnam counties reports that Sunday is 
the best day for selling houses. The 
decision on this matter will be made 
during the second week of June. If 
approved by the legislature and the 
governor, the law would become ef- 
fective next spring. 

In its circular communication, the 
county board argues: “Every person is 
entitled to a day free from responsi- 
bilities of business without fear of com- 
petition. Sunday is religiously and by 
custom a day set aside for freedom from 
business. Voluntary efforts to preclude 
the sale of real estate on Sunday have 
been unavailing. Other businesses with 
a similar problem have met it through 
legislation.” 


Cigarette Smeking Increases.—Though 
I have seen a number of differ- 
ent statements regarding the growing 
habit of cigarette smoking in our 
nation, I was not aware of the extent 
of this until reading an article in Time 
magazine, from which the following 
paragraph is taken: 

“U.S. smokers are puffing cigarettes 
at a record rate. The nation now has 
58 million smokers—58% of all men and 
36% of all women over 15. Every sec- 
ond of every day, they buy some 15,000 
cigarettes. Last year Americans spent 
$7 billion on tobacco, more than Can- 
ada’s national budget, consumed a rec- 
ord 462.7 billion cigarettes, up 4.5% from 
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beginning this fall, for Rosh Hashana, 





record 1958. To supply them, the U:S. 
annually grows 1.8 billion pounds of 
tobacco on 500,000 farms, makes it into 
cigars and cigarettes in 625 factories.” 


Communist Converted by Reading the 
Life of Hudson Taylor.—Many things 
are taking place around the world to 
the glory of God, in the salvation of 
souls, which do not get into our news- 
papers and periodicals, and are known 
to only a very few people. One such 
incident came to my attention this 
week. A missionary who labored faith- 
fully for thirty years in China, a man 
of excellent reputation for accuracy, 
told me that the Communist regime in 
Red China has assigned to various stu- 
dents the rewriting of a number of biog- 
raphies of the more famous Christian 
missionaries of former decades in that 
country, in an effort to besmirch their 
names, reveal them to have been tools 
of capitalistic enterprises, and so forth. 
But, my friend told me, the man who 
was assigned to rewrite the life of the 
great Hudson Taylor actually became 
converted to Christ as he read the ma- 
terial that it was necessary to survey 
for this task. No one knows what has 
happened to the man, but he is in 
Christ. 


The Theological (?) Role of Mary.—It 
cannot be questioned that both in Great 
Britain and America there is a subtle 
drift to Rome in many ways in Protes- 
tant circles. In England, in many An- 
glican churches the communion service 
is called the Mass, incense is used, the 
host is elevated and worshiped, there 
are statues of the Virgin Mary, and so 
forth. These practices are not too prev- 
alent in our own Protestant churches 
as yet, but the Catholic Church is grow- 
ing with rapidity, and is exercising an 
enormous influence in our textbooks, 
movies, and the like. 

In the last century, Rome has become 
more devoted to Mariolatry than ever. 
Now the associate editor of the Catholic 
weekly, America, in a message broad- 
cast over ABC on Sunday, April 24, 
acknowledging that Mariolatry has 
proved a stumbling block to many Prot- 
estants, has urged the Protestant Church 
to reconsider what he called the Biblical 
texts “concerning the theological role 
of Mary.” He stated his hope that at 
the coming Ecumenical Council, the 
Protestant Church could be persuaded 
to study the question of “Our Lady as 
co-redemptrix.” 

Though there are some beautiful pas- 
sages on the Virgin Mary in the New 
Testament, there is absolutely nothing 
there of a theological nature as far as 
her own person is concerned. It is 
very significant that the last time we 
have any reference to the Virgin Mary 
in the entire New Testament is before 
the Church of Christ is born, namely, 
in the first chapter of the Book of Acts, 
where she is found kneeling with the 
apostles and brethren in prayer, wait- 
ing for the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
She is given no preference or position 
of authority in that prayer meeting, 
and as far as we know, she exercised 
no unusual influence in any of the dis- 





cussions on the appointment of Matthias; 
in fact, her name is not mentioned in 
that account. 


Religion at Cornell University.—In 
spite of the increasing materialism of 
our civilization, and- its preoccupation 
with conquering the forces of nature, 
there is still a rather remarkable trend 
toward re-emphasizing the need for re- 
ligious faith. In many institutions this 
involves a movement toward a sym- 
pathetic reconsideration of the claims 
of evangelical Christianity. 

An item in a recent issue of the New 
York Times is headed, “Religion Be- 
comes Cornell’s 4th ‘R’!” Here it is re- 
ported that more than one-half of the 
university’s 11,000 students participate, 
in one way or another, in some type 
of religious activity. Since 1956, the 
Cornell United Religious Work, which 
welds together thirteen campus religious 
groups, has been an official division of 
the university. The director of this 
organization says that. “there is more 
widespread interest in religion and re- 
ligious questions” at Cornell than in 
many other institutions of its size. Not 
many years ago, the article admits, 
Cornell University was regarded by 
many as “a godless place.” 

I like the concluding paragraph of 
this brief item: “Significantly, the CURW 
has spent more and more time on the- 
ological problems and studies than on 
purely social get-togethers.” 


Good Words From Princeton.—Some 
very strange utterances have come from 
Princeton University in the last thirty 
years—from the university and its pro- 
fessors. Recently a word of warning 
has come from one connected with this 
famous institution. Dr. Ernest Gordon, 
Dean of Princeton University Chapel, 
preaching at the Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in New York City, 
rightly said: “Western man has almost 
lost the faculty of faith. Disbelief has 
become the norm. There is the su- 
premacy of reason or naturalism over 
Biblical cosmology, of determinism 
over freedom, of materialism over spir- 
itual values. We like to think that 
knowledge saves, as will be stated in 
many college commencements in about 
two months. We are willing to gamble 
on the wisdom of this world. In the 
West, emphasis is on the accumulation 
of power, wealth, and knowledge, and 
we seek security by these. From Christ 
we would learn that there is no secur- 
ity that way. God chose to save all 
who would believe by a simple-mind- 
edness. Our wills are diseased and can- 
not cure themselves. God in Christ 
grants a new dynamic, grace that 
changes our will to become more like 
His own.” Good words from Princeton. 


Leading Scientists and the Future 
Life——Earlier this year, some of the 
leading scientists of our country were 
polled regarding their belief in the fu- 
ture life. One of the greatest physicists 
of our day, father of the H-bomb, Dr. 
Edward Teller said that as a scientist 
he did not want to discuss this matter. 
Dr. George P. Murdock of Yale frankly 
said, “I know of no convincing evidence 
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in either science or logic supporting 
such a belief.” At the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Dr. William 
Allis expressed his view that the only 
idea of life after death was in the mem- 
ories of friends, or in the genes of our 
children and descendants. A Nobel- 
Prize-winning professor of Indiana Un- 
iversity, Dr. Hermann J. Muller thinks 
we ought to speak of the immortality 
of humanity as a whole, and not of in- 
dividuals. 

However, Dr. Arthur Compton, also 
a Nobel Prize winner, asserted that he 
did believe God would continue our 
life in another world, and in a larger 
sphere. Dr. Gordon Wiley, Harvard 
anthropologist, said that while he could 
not see any evidence for survival as 
far as science was concerned, he per- 
sonally did believe in life after death. 

I notice that none of these men, as 
far as the article stated, mentioned the 
resurrection of Christ, or the promise 
of eternal life in Christ. The early 
Greeks seemed to believe as much as 
these men—and more than some of 
them. But Christ did not come into 
the world merely to add His signature 
to Greek philosophy, but to give us a 
hope that fadeth not away, sealed by 
His glorious resurrection. 


we 


“The Lesson as a Whole” 
in The Sunday School Times 


OR some time, Dr. Charles J. Wood- 

bridge, who has been writing “The 
Lesson as a Whole,” the leading lesson 
article on the International Uniform 
Lessons in THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMES, 
has been carrying a very heavy speak- 
ing and writing schedule, and has felt 
the need of finding some relief. At 
his suggestion, and to the regret of the 
Editors, therefore, he will discontinue 
the preparation of the leading lesson 
article with this issue of the Tr™meEs, 
Lesson 13 of the Second Quarter, the 
lesson for June 26. The Editors, how- 
ever, do not consider this action as a 
severance of relationships with Dr. 
Woodbridge. It is hoped that, from 
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time to time, feature articles may be 
received from him for publication in 
the Times, and that, perhaps later on, 
he may be free to resume writing reg- 
ularly for the paper. Meanwhile, the 
prayers and fellowship of the Tres 
readers and staff will follow Dr. Wood- 
bridge, in the assurance that God will 
continue to use and bless him in what- 
ever course of Christian service he may 
undertake. 

As a successor to Dr. Woodbridge in 
the preparation of the leading lesson 
article each week, the Editors are glad 
to announce the choice of Mr. Charles 
Ernest Tatham, F.R.G.S. Mr. Tatham 
was born in Guelph, Ontario, Can. He 
was founder of the Radio Sunday 
School in Canada, co-founder of the 
Emmaus Bible School, Oakford, Illinois, 
pastor-founder of Leaside Bible Chapel, 
Toronto, and Associate.Pastor of Boca 
Raton Bible Conference Church, Boca 
Raton, Florida. Mr. Tatham is the au- 
thor of a number of books, including 
“He Lives,” “Daniel Speaks Today” 
(Pickering & Inglis), “Beginning Over 
Again,” “Waiting for the Sunrise,” “An 
Invitation Home,” and “Elijah” (Loi- 
zeaux Brothers). He has prepared 
several Bible correspondence courses 
for the Emmaus Bible School and for 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 

Mr. Tatham has recently agreed to 
spearhead a new work in connection 
with the Florida Gospel Pioneers, and 
his address, for the time being, will 
be in care of Bethesda Gospel Chapel, 
West Palm Beach, Fla., where he will 
conduct Bible classes. 


4 
Wade C. Smith Called Home 
S THIS issue of THE SuNDAY 


ScHooL Times is in preparation, 
word has come of the Homegoing of 
the Reverend Wade C. Smith, who for 
many years has written’ the column, 
“Say, Fellows—” and drawn “Little 
Jetts Teach the Lesson” for the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons published in 
the Times. For some months Mr. Smith 
had been seriously ill with an inoper- 
able cancer. However, in spite of 
weakness and discomfort, he continued 
his work almost until the very end, 
which came on May 16, 1960. Had Mr. 
Smith lived until June, he would have 
been ninety-one years old. He first 
began to draw Little Jetts for THE Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs in the fall of 1918, and 
he began his “Say, Fellows—” column 
in the Times with the issue of June 19, 
1920. 

Wade Smith was born in Rome, 
Georgia. He first worked for the West- 
ern Union and later for the Atlanta 
Constitution and the Chicago Board of 
Trade as a telegrapher. For a time 
he headed Presbyterian Sunday school 
work in the State of Mississippi. Later 
he came to Richmond as Editor of 
Onward magazine and the Missionary 
Survey. 

While still a layman, Mr. Smith was 
called to pastor the Church by the 
Side of the Road, Greensboro, North 
Carolina, and at the age of fifty-two 


Wade C. Smith 


was licensed and ordained to the Gos- 
pel ministry. Later he left Greensboro 
to become, for the next twenty years, 
an extension worker and evangelist, 
holding meetings and clinics for lay- 


,men and ministers and training classes 


in soul winning. At the age of seventy- 
nine, Mr. Smith again took up the work 
of a pastor, becoming minister of the 
Community Church at Fontana Dam, 
in North Carolina. From there, in 1953, 
he went to Weaverville, North Carolina, 
to become the Associate Editor of the 
Presbyterian Journal, where he re- 
mained until his death. He was the 
author of a number of books, among 
which are: “The Testament for Fishers 
of Men”; “Say, Fellows”; “On the Mark”; 
“Get Set”; “New Testament Evange- 
lism”; “Little Jetts Telling Bible Sto- 
ries”; “The Little Jetts Bible,” vols. 1 
and 2; “The Little Jetts Youth Talks”; 
and “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” rewritten 
and illustrated for young people. 

Mr. Smith is survived by his daughter, 
Elizabeth, with whom he lived, and 
two sons, Dr. Cothran G. Smith, pastor 
of the Christiansburg, Virginia, church, 
and James L. Smith, a scientist at Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee. He had six grand- 
children and four great grandchildren. 

The “Say, Fellows—” column will con- 
tinue for several weeks with material 
that Mr. Smith prepared. An an- 
nouncement will be made later as to 
his successor. It is not contemplated 
that his unique feature of “Little Jetts” 
will be continued. 

4 


Quota for 
Alaska Tour Completed 


ESERVATIONS for the 1960 Chris- 
: tian Fellowship Tour to Alaska 
have now been filled and, barring any 
cancellations that may be received, no 
further registrations can be accepted. 
It is expected, under the providence 
of God, that another Alaska tour will 
be sponsored by THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres in 1961, and announcements will 
be made in the paper about this later 
in the year. 
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Tue KiNG JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock: 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it 
was founded upon a rock. 

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand: 

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it. 

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these say- 
ings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE FIRM FOUNDATION 
Matthew 7:24-29; 21:28-32; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.—Matt. 7:24 


Chap. 21:28 But what think ye? A certain man had two 
sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day 
in my vineyard. 

29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 
repented, and went. 

30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? 
They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots 
go into the kingdom of God before you. 

32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, 
and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots 
believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not 
afterward, that ye might believe him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
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national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE passages before us contain a 
[ svicitua principle of supreme im- 
portance and a parabolic applica- 
tion of it. The principle is plain. The 
application is apt, pointed, and devas- 
tating. 

In His Sermon on the Mount the Lord 
Jesus used a series of “twos” to indi- 
cate the divided responses to His mes- 
sage. Two doors, two ways, and here 
two foundations reveal the two opposite 
courses of action which His hearers pur- 
sued. 

The contrasts must be seen in the 
light not only of their inherent truth 
but also of the presence of the scribes 
and Pharisees in Christ’s audiences. 
These religious leaders had entered a 
door but not the door; they were fol- 
lowing a way but not the way; they 
based their conduct on a foundation but 
not the foundation. And the trouble 
was that in each instance their mode of 
life—their words and religious acts— 
was deceptively similar to the way the 
Lord Jesus advocated. It was necessary 
therefore to expose their hypocrisy and 
duplicity. 

To the father’s order to work in his 
vineyard one son—like the pompous 
Pharisees—gave ready, apparent con- 
sent. But while his lips expressed obe- 
dience, his heart was in revolt. The 
“house” of mere profession and outward 
conformity may be imposing. But it is 
founded upon the shifting sand of a dis- 
regard for the will of God. In the hour 
of crisis (when judgment is visited upon 
sin) it will not stand the test. Hypocrisy, 
no matter how agreeable, is no substi- 
tute for faith and obedience. 
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On the other hand the most rebel- 
lious sinner who truly repents, believes, 
and obeys has a sure and solid founda- 
tion. He may truly sing: “On Christ, 
the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground 
is sinking sand.” 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 7:24—“Therefore whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine . . . doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built ...upona rock.” Literally 
“upon the rock.” “Therefore” points 
backward to our Lord’s previous teach- 
ing in the Sermon on the Mount and in- 
troduces a summarizing concluding 
section. “Sayings” is “words” (Greek). 
“Wise” means “prudent.” Hearing and 
obeying the Saviour’s words leads to 
security and stability. 


Verse 25.—“. .. the rain descended ... 
the floods came ... the winds blew... 
beat upon that house .. . it fell not; 
for it was founded upon a rock.” 
“Floods” is “rivers” (Greek). Note that 
the devastation comes from three di- 
rections: the rain from above, the floods 
from beneath, the tempest across. Even 
the believer, firmly grounded on Christ 
the (literally) Rock, must expect test- 
ing and tribulation. 


Verse 26.—“. every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine... doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the 
sand.” “Foolish” here is moro (Greek), 
whence our word “moron.” The pru- 
dent man and the fool heard the same 
words. Their opposite courses of con- 
duct depended upon their response to 
the words: obedience versus disobedi- 
ence. Sand is unstable, movable, easily 
dislodged. 

Verse 27.—“. . . the rain descended... 
the floods came .. . the winds blew . 


beat upon that house; and it fell. . 
great was the fall...” Note that the 
same catastrophic experiences, wind 
and tempest, befell the two houses. All 
men, obedient and disobedient, endure 
affliction. The fall of the fool’s house 
was “great”: the sand disintegrated un- 
der it, it crumbled and was a total loss. 

Verse 28.—“. . . when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine.” “Sayings” is 
“words” Greek). “Doctrine” means 
“teaching” (literally), suggesting the 
manner as well as the content of our 
Lord’s proclamation. The expression 
“when Jesus had ended” or “finished” 
concludes the five major messages of 
Christ recorded in Matthew (cf. 11:1; 
13:53; 19:1; 26:1). 

Verse 29.—“For he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as _ the 
scribes.” The “scribes,” originally copy- 
ists of Scripture, were legalistic, tra- 
ditional interpreters of the Law. They 
transmitted but did not originate inter- 
pretations. Christ’s authoritative words 
and accents stemmed from (1) His 
deity; (2) His assurance based upon 
perfect knowledge; (3) His composed 
demeanor; (4) His confident, direct, 
genuine, personal, and pointed manner 
of speech. 


Matt. 21:28—“But what think ye? A 

. man had two sons .. . he came to 
the first . . . said, Son, go work to day 
in my vineyard.” “Son” is “child” 
(Greek). The two sons in this parable 
represent (1) obviously wicked peo- 
ple, ie., “publicans [taxgatherers] and 
harlots” (v. 32) who heard, believed, 
repented, and obeyed, and (2) con- 
ceited, hypocritical religious leaders 
who made loud (but empty) profes- 
sions, but who failed the acid test of 
faith and obedience (vv. 25, 32). 


(9) 465 





Verse 29.—“He answered... .I will 
not: but afterward he repented, and 
went.” “I will not”: before hearing 
Christ, the publicans and harlots were 
in open revolt against God, transgres- 
sing His law and opposing His will. 
Upon hearing the divine message they 
experienced a change of direction. 
They accepted the Saviour and yielded 
their lives in glad obedience. 


Verse 30.—“. . . he came to the second, 
and said likewise. And he answered 
. .. 1 go, sir: and went not.” Literally 
“T, sir,” with the emphasis on the “I.” 
The scribes and Pharisees knew the 
Law and will of God. Their preten- 
‘sions were great, their outward observ- 
ance of religious ritual was impressive, 
and their efforts to impress men were 
effective. But in their hearts lurked re- 
bellion and disobedience. This was 
proved by their rejection of John’s testi- 
mony (vv. 25, 32) and then of our 
Lord’s. 


Verse 31.—“Whether of them... did 
the will of his father? They say... The 
first. Jesus saith ...I say unto you... 
the publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you.” The 
Pharisees stand self-condemned. They 
confess that obedience transcends mere 
profession. They are too proud to be- 
lieve that our Lord would dare to apply 
the parable to them. “Before you”: 
Christ is teaching, not that the Pharisees 
could never enter the Kingdom (cf. 
John 3:1-3), but that repentance and 
faith, which the publicans and harlots 
displayed, are ever the condition of en- 
trance into the Kingdom. 


Verse 32.—‘For John came... in the 
way of righteousness, and ye believed 
him not: but the publicans and the har- 
lots believed him: and ye . . . repented 
not afterward, that ye might believe 
him.” The forthright preaching of John 
the Baptist divided his hearers. The 
Baptist was “in the way of righteous- 
ness,” i.e., by his proclamation of the 
righteousness God required and by his 
urging men to repent, he was preparing 
the “way” for Him who is the way to 
the Father (cf. Matt. 3:3; John 14:6). 
The Pharisees were doubly guilty: 
They did not repent when they heard 
John preach, nor when they “after- 
ward” beheld the effects of his preach- 
ing on taxgatherers and harlots. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The same words spoken by the same 
person at the same time can produce 
opposite effects. Like the two houses 
described in our lesson these effects 
may appear similar. But in reality they 
are entirely different. 

When Christ taught, the wickedness of 
taxgatherers and harlots was exposed, 
many of them repented and turned to 
the Saviour and thus built for eternity. 
But on the other hand the hypocrisy of 
the Pharisees was revealed in its new 
nature, they were confirmed in their 
opposition to the Son of God, and in 
spite of their high, imposing pretense, 
they were doomed to everlasting sep- 
aration from God. 

Two features of this story may be 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. June 19.—Bearing Good Fruits. 
Matthew 7:15-23; 25:31-46; 
Luke 13:6-9; Genesis 1:1-11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. July 3.—Men Who Spoke for God. 
2 Kings 14:23-29; Amos 7:7-17 








stressed: First, outward form and ver- 
bal profession have their place. But 
they are no substitute for loving faith 
and obedience: The house on the sand 
can be magnificent, its roof, battlements, 
doors and windows finely proportioned, 
its appearance attractive and inviting. 
The only thing wrong with it: it is built 
upon sand. The son who loudly pro- 
claimed, “I go, sir,” was probably ac- 
claimed by onlookers. The trouble was 
that he refused to go. God is not im- 
pressed by outward appearances or 
shouted affirmations. He looks on the 
heart (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7). 


Second, both houses experienced the 
lashing of a tempest. Believers and 
unbelievers must both endure affliction 
and tribulation (cf. John 16:33). Thank 
the Lord that no amount of testing 
need dislodge the children of God from 
Christ, the Rock of Ages. When they 
first trusted Him, their eternal stability 
was guaranteed. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The two foundations (Matt. 7: 24-27) 

2. Our Lord’s obvious authority (vv. 
28, 29) 

3. The dual responses to the father’s re- 
quest (21: 28-32) 


Topics for Development 


Christ the Rock. A rock suggests se- 
curity, stability, enduring firmness. Our 
Lord is the eternal Rock on which His 
Church is founded (cf. Matt. 16:18). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT series of three “twos” is 
found in the Sermon on the 
Mount? 

2. Name three points of similarity in 
connection with the house builders. 

3. What diverse destinies awaited the 
two houses? 

4. What one fact made the difference? 

5. Why were the people astonished by 
our Lord’s teaching? 

6. What was wrong with the son’s af- 
firmation, “I go, sir’? 

7. The attitude of what contempo- 
raries of our Lord was reflected in the 
conduct of this son? 

8. How do the words, “I will not” 
(Matt. 21:29), indicate the mood of the 
publicans and harlots before they came 
to Christ? 

9. The preaching of what great man 
had made the religious leaders’ hypoc- 
risy evident? 


10. What hope for sinners is extended 
in the parable of the two sons? (Matt. 
21:28, 32.) 


(Answers on page 469) 


The Son of God, He supports and sus- 
tains His Church against all the assaults 


of wickedness. Simon Peter is not the 
rock. He himself makes that clear (cf. 
1 Pet. 2:4): Christ is “the living stone” 
(see also 1 Cor. 10:4). 

Today our Saviour is a “rock of of- 
fence” to unbelievers who stumble at 
His teaching and reject His sacrifice for 
sin (cf. Rom 9:33). To “fall on this 
stone” brings eternal disaster (Matt. .21: 
44). Some day Christ will return to 
this earth in power and great glory, the 
“smiting stone” of Daniel 2:34, 44, 45, to 
destroy rebellious nations at Armaged- 
don and to set up His Kingdom. Then 
the “stone” will become a mighty 
“mountain” (Dan. 2:35). 


Practical Applications 


“To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 
Sam. 15:22). Heart assent outweighs 
verbal agreement. Do my outward acts 
of piety and seeming unselfishness truly 
reflect a profound inner faith in Christ? 

Be not deceived by outward pretense. 
God isn’t. Learn to detect the gold of 
faith and reject the dross of insincer- 
ity. 

No biting gale of affliction can shake 
you loose from the Rock once the house 
of your faith is firmly built thereon. 

When I say “I go” may my words be 
not in vain! Better be silent than vol- 
unteer with no intention of acting. 

Thank God that the door of repent- 
ance and obedient faith is still open to 
guilty sinners. 


Golden Text 


Matt. 7:24—“Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine ... doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock.” “Wise” is 
“prudent,” thoughtful of the future. 
Not the boaster, nor the pretender, nor 
the hypocrite has everlasting security. 
But the one who not only hears but 
also heeds the Saviour. His foundation 
endures, for it is Christ the eternal 
Rock Himself. 


Mepis, Pa. 


\ 
re 
l\ 





AvP 





ie 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them .. .” 
(Matt. 7:24)—We reverently ask, “If 
Jesus Christ is not very God, as well 
as man, what right had He to say that 
the person who hears and obeys His 
sayings shall be likened unto a wise 
man which built his house upon a rock? 
And the foolish man who does not do 
so shall be likened unto a foolish man 
which built his house upon the sand?” 

Should He not have said: “Therefore 
whosoever heareth the words of God, 
I will liken him unto a wise man 
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which built his house upon a rock?” 

Personally, we firmly believe with- 
out reservation of any kind in the full 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, as well 
as in His perfect humanity. And that 
is the way in which He is presented to 
us in the Holy Scriptures. 

My attention has been called to the 
fact that the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
do not believe in the full deity of 
Jesus Christ, have translated the New 
Testament and called it “New World 
Translation.” 

One rule which they laid down for 
themselves in the Foreword is: Wher- 
ever the Greek words kurios and theos 
appear in the New Testament, they 
would uniformly translate them as Je- 
hovah. 

In 237 places they followed their own 
rule; but in 37 other places they re- 
fused to do so. For example, they 
failed to translate kurios in Philippians 
2:9-11 as Jehovah. Why? If they had 
observed their own rule, the text would 
have read: “And every tongue shall 
openly confess that Jesus is Jehovah.” 
That would have disproved their the- 
ory that Jesus is “a god,” but not “Je- 
hovah.” 

In 1 Corinthians 12:3 where Christos 
Kurion appears, they allow “Lord” to 
remain. Why? Because it would have 
read: “And that no man can say Jesus 
is Jehovah, but by the Holy Ghost.” 

Jesus Christ is the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; there- 
fore it is the manifestation of wisdom 
to hear and obey His sayings. 

A life planned and lived according 
to the sayings of the Lord Jesus is 
“a thing of beauty and a joy forever.” 

Look at it this way for a moment. 
Suppose you were caught up to Heaven 
and saw the Lord in all His glory, and 
after you had become intimately ac- 
quainted with all that Heaven affords, 
suppose the Lord suddenly asked you 
this question: “How would you like to 
go down to earth for a little while as 
my representative? With the Holy 
Spirit indwelling you, you could mani- 
fest love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, meekness, faith, 
and temperance.” 

And before you could say, “I should 
love to do that,’ He might add: “Of 
course, there shall be torrential rains, 
mountainous floods, and _ hurricane 
winds to experience; but through it all 
you could have the consciousness of 
my presence with you, for I will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Then re- 
turn here and share my plans for 
Heaven, and the city foursquare, and 
my millennial, earthly Kingdom, and 
the new Heaven and new earth for 
eternity!” 

Would you have the least hesitancy 
in saying, “That strongly appeals to 
me. Send me, Lord!” 

That is virtually what the Lord has 
planned for believers. Are we hearing 
and heeding His sayings? 

“. .. @ foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand” (Matt. 7:26).— 
Too many people are building their 
houses on the sayings of false prophets 
—of which the world has multitudes. 
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A teen-age member of the “beat gen- 
eration” was heard to say, “Life is 
only a pile of rubbish. What have we 
to look forward to? Somebody is go- 
ing to start a war, and we go into the 
Army. Then an atomic bomb will drop 
and it will all be over!” 

His philosophy of life is summed up 
in the old adage: Eat, drink, and be 
merry, for tomorrow we die! 

Houses built on such, or similar, say- 
ings will never abide the test to which 
they shall be put. And great will be 
their fall! 

“. .. but afterward he repented, and 
went” (Matt. 21:29).—There is genuine 
satisfaction in having the Lord’s own 
illustration of repentance, for there are 
so many strange things said about re- 
pentance in the religious world today. 

The first son finds his counterpart in 
the publicans and harlots. When John 
the Baptist came “in the way of right- 
eousness,” they—by their wretched lives 
—said, “We will not.” But afterward, 
many of them changed their minds and 
believed. 

The second son with his, “I go, sir,” 
yet went not, typifies the scribes and 
Pharisees who rendered lip service, but 
that was all. They had to hear the 
Lord say, “Verily I say unto you, That 
the publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you.” The 
scribes and Pharisees would not repent 
and believe. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 


“How Firm a Foundation” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast told us to be doers 
of the Word, not hearers only, help us 
to hear Thy Word in this place and 
then go forth to obey it in every place. 
So may our life be built on the endur- 
ing foundation, the Rock, Christ Jesus. 
May the perplexities, perils, and ills of 
our time cause men everywhere to see 
they need both Christ and His teach- 
ings. So may there be a great turning 
to Him in all nations. Let Thy mercies 
flow out to the oppressed, the sin-en- 
slaved, the afflicted and make us chan- 
nels of Thy blessing to such. Bless 
all Thy true and faithful witnesses, 
that in all lands men of high degree 
and low may hear and believe the 
Gospel, and in mightier measure than 
ever before it may appear that the 
Gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to everyone that believeth. 
These things we crave through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The longer we live 
the more we can see the truth of the 
words of our Lord about the wise and 
foolish builders. Some years ago, the 
London Daily Express published the 
recollections of the Right Hon. David 
Kirkwood, a British parliamentarian. 
Looking back to his boyhood in Scot- 
land, Kirkwood recalled two groups of 
boys of his acquaintance and about 
his own age. One calling themselves 
the Jolly Group turned to questionable 
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things for their “good times” and early 
began to drink. Kirkwood chummed 
with another group, a Temperance 
Youth Club. They enjoyed good times 
in wholesome ways. 

Looking back over many years Kirk- 
wood found a startling contrast in the 
life stories of the different members of 
each group. Of the eleven in the Jolly 
Group, all drinkers, one disappeared 
at the age of twenty-five, another was 
found dead at thirty, one died in a 
mental home at thirty, another did 
wrong and left the country while the 
remaining seven died as suicides. Not 
one lived beyond thirty-six. Of the 
boys in the Temperance Club one be- 
came a building foreman, one a build- 
ing contractor, one a factory executive, 
another found success in engineering, 
three became managers of business or 
industrial concerns, three others either 
owned or controlled successful busi- 
nesses, and Kirkwood became a British 
cabinet minister. All reached a good 
age, sixty-three being the earliest age 
of death. 

Yes, it holds true that such as hear 
and heed the teachings of Christ, build 
the house of life on a Rock foundation. 
Those who hear but disregard Him and 
His teachings build upon the sand, only 
to have their house of life collapse in 
time of storm and stress. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our lesson text is taken 

from the last verses of the Sermon 
on the Mount, presenting the building 
of a house, and Matthew 21: 28-32 which 
tells of a father and two sons. These 
present two parables our Lord used to 
illustrate the same lesson. Let us take 
the two sons first. One said, “I won’t” 
and did; the other said “I will” and 
didn’t. Both parables show the shal- 
lowness and instability of some Chris- 
tians and set forth the right course 
for a true Christian life. 
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When the father told the first son 
to “. . . work to day in my vineyard” 
he replied, “I will not.” We do not 
know why he spoke to his father in 
that way; he may have been naturally 
rebellious and did not like to receive 
commands from anyone, but surely he 
should have respected his father enough 
to state his reasons. (Maybe he didn’t 
have any!) However, it is stated that 
“afterward he repented, and went.” The 
second son promptly answered “I go, 
sir; and went not.” We do not know 
whether he really intended to go or 
not. The implication is that Jesus com- 
mended the first son, and condemned 
the latter. So many Christians are like 
the second son, they accept the chal- 
lenge to certain duties, but being fickle 
and unstable allow other things to come 
between, and they carelessly fail to 
keep their promise. On the other hand, 
those who answer rebelliously but re- 
pent and make the effort are rewarded. 

The house-building parable teaches 
practically the same lesson but goes 
deeper. It was at the close of His 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Be Firm Foundation 
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Sermon on the Mount that our Lord 
summed it up by saying, “Therefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house 
upon a rock: and the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell not: for it was founded upon a 
rock” (Matt. 7:24, 25). 

The word rock appears many, times 
in the Bible, often with a capital R, 
because it applies to God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. “Of the Rock that begat 
thee thou art unmindful, and hast for- 
gotten God that formed thee” (Deut. 
32:18). “I waited patiently for the 
Lord; and he inclined unto me, and 
heard my cry. He brought me up also 
out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
established my goings. And he hath 
put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God: many shall see it, 
and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. 
Blessed is that man that maketh the 
Lord his trust...” (Psa. 40:1-4a). When 
Peter answered Jesus, saying, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
Jesus said, “Upon this rock [of testi- 
mony] I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” 

There are many other references in 
the Bible to the rock, showing security 
and permanence for the believer. How 
safe the man was in his house that he 
had built upon the rock of belief and 
obedience to God’s Word, when the 
storm raged about him. Then there is 
the sad contrast of the man who care- 
lessly built his house upon the sand. 
The storm wrecked it, “and great was 
the fall of it.” 

Fellows, it all boils down to this: 
you study God’s Word that you may 
believe it and pattern your life by it. 
If you have unwisely said to God, in 
word or in action, “I will not,” repent 
of your folly and surrender your life 
to Him. 

I have not built my house on sands, 
Though golden sands there be; 

I have not made with greedy hands 

A building fair to see; 

Nor decked it round with pleasant trees 
And flowers of rarest hue, 

Nor trees of fruit to palate please 

And dainties not a few. 

Come the harsh winds: earth’s glories wilt. 
The palace storms spoil— 


The palace and the _—— built 
Alas, on shallow soil. 


But my house on solid rock! 

And not the builder I; 

But guest in house to stand the shock 
When tempests rend the sky! 

Lo, Christ the Builder of my house; 
He laid foundation stone; 

So what care I when storms carouse? 
I know He’ll hold His own. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. ° 
4 


Those that have power in their hands, 
and will not use it vigorously for the 
suppression of profaneness and the ref- 
ormation of manners, will not meet 
with so much difficulty and opposition 
therein as perhaps they feared. Vice is 
a sneaking thing, and virtue has reason 
enough on its side to make “all iniquity 
stop her mouth” (Psa. 107:42).—Mat- 
thew Henry. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin this morning by 

seeing if we can give from mem- 

ory both the questions and answers on 

the card, “God the Son.” You did well! 

Our lesson today is called “The Firm 

Foundation.” That foundation is the 
unchanging Christ. 

Now we will read the last six verses 
of the Sermon on the Mount from Mat- 
thew 7:24-29. Here we learn of the 
only two foundations on which it is 
possible to build a life: the Rock, or 
shifting sand. (Show pictures of the 
two good houses, one on Rock, one on 
sand.) “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). 

In ancient Rome a guard, feeling 
sorry for a condemned Christian pris- 
oner, allowed the prisoner’s daughter 
to visit him secretly the night before 
he was to be martyred. After the 
daughter left the prison, the guard said 
to the Christian, “I cannot understand 
you. You don’t seem worried, yet you 
are to die tomorrow, and tonight you 
have seen your daughter for the last 
time.” 

“Oh, you are wrong!” exclaimed the 
Christian. “My child is a Christian, 
too. She will follow me to Heaven. 
Christians never see one another for 
the .last time! They meet again in 
Heaven, there to live forever in eternal 
joy! Now do you understand why I’m 
happy, and ready to die for my faith?” 

The atheist had built on the sand, 
but this Christian martyr had built on 
the Rock, Christ Jesus. The only way 
to get onto the Rock is to come to 
Him owning that you are a Sinner, ac- 
cepting and confessing Him as your 
Lord and Saviour. 

As soon as a girl gets on the Rock, 
she should start reading God’s Word, 
and obeying it. Read Matthew 7:24 
again. 

Now we will read a story in Mat- 
thew 21:28-32 that Jesus told about two 
sons. The first one refused to obey his 
father but repented afterward. The 
second one said he would obey, but did 
not. Picture the father going out to 
look at his vineyard, expecting to see 
his second son there: As he draws near, 
he sees someone working there. But 
how surprised he is to discover that it 
is the son he first asked to go! He must 
have been very glad that this son had 
repented and gone, but he must have 
been sad that his other boy had not 
kept the promise he made to his father. 

None of us did God’s will till we re- 
pented of our sins and got on the Rock 
foundation. But if we are now hearing 
and obeying God’s Word, we are num- 
bered among the wise, and are building 
well. (Show good house on Rock.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








co 


Sa 








the 
ian, 


yen. 
for 
in 
nal 


h?” 
nd, 


vay 

to 
ac- 
our 


ck, 
rd, 





June 11, 1960 (Lesson for June 26) 





But some saved people are not obey- 
ing the Lord, and so are building their 
lives with worthless material. (Show 
poor house on Rock.) 1 Corinthians 
3:15 tells us that Christians who build 
like this will have their works burned 
up. They will miss the wonderful prizes 
and words of praise given by the Lord 
to those who obeyed Him while here 
on earth. 

Some unsaved people live better lives 
than some Christians. But even if they 
build good houses, they will be de- 
stroyed, because they are built on the 
sand. (Show good house on sand.) 

Other unsaved people live bad lives, 
so that everyone knows that they be- 
long to Satan. (Show bad house on 
sand.) 

Each of us is building something: (1) 
A good house on the Rock, which will 
last forever. (2) A poor house on the 
Rock, which will be burned up. (3) 
A good-looking house on the sand, that 
people think is on the Rock because it 
looks so nice. But God knows it is not 
on the Rock, so it will surely fall and 
the builder will be lost. (4) A poor 
house on the sand. 

Which of these four houses repre- 
sents your life? 

Note to Teachers: Draw, or better 
still, get one or more of your girls to 
draw four pictures (1) A good house 
on a rock foundation, (2) A poor house 
on a rock foundation, (3) A good house 
on the sand, (4) A poor house on the 
sand. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 466) 


1. Two doors, two ways, and two 
foundations (Matt. 7:18, 14, 24, 26). 

2. Both heard Christ’s sayings; both 
erected houses; both houses were struck 
by the storm (Matt. 7: 24-27). 

3. One endured the shock; the other 
collapsed (vv. 25, 27). 

4. The different foundations, rock and 
sand (vv. 24, 26). 

5. He spoke with authority (v. 29). 

6. His heart was not in it: he “went 
not” (21:30). 

7. The attitude of the scribes and 
Pharisees who professed, but refused to 
heed and obey. 

8. They reveal an inner revolt against 
the will of God. 

9. That of John the Baptist (vv. 25, 
32). 

10. Even the foulest and most guilty 
may repent, believe, and move out into 
the service of God (vv. 29, 32). 

Mepra, Pa. 
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Miracles are wrought by spiritual 
power. Spiritual power is always pro- 
portioned to our faith—Dr. J. H. 
Jowett. 


One of These Needs YOU! 


Answer the Appeal of a Little Child 


WILL YOU SPONSOR A DEAR KOREAN ORPHAN 
FOR ONLY EIGHT DOLLARS A MONTH! TRY IT 
AND SEE WHAT JOY IT WILL BRING YOU. 


You may select your own child from the pictures herein and become 
a sponsor of one of these dear Korean Orphan children. (You may 
ask a friend to be a co-sponsor with you—$4 each). You may 
write and send parcels to him any time you wish. He will answer 
and send you a picture of himself with the clothing on, toys in hand, 
etc. My! What joy this brings! 

Every day these children are taught the Bible, sing Christian songs, 
earnestly pray. Every child is led to receive Christ as his personal 
Saviour. They all attend church, Sunday School and other services. 
All staff members are earnest Christians. 
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0 YES I want to sponsor an orphan for one year. My choice is Number.............. If this 
child has already been “adopted,” I agree to support another whom you -will select. With 
God’s help I will send $8 a month to your office. Please let me have my child’s name, 
scaue and story. I understand I may continue as leng as I wish. SEND FULL P. 

OI cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $...........ceeeeeeeeeeeeiceeeesenes 


0 Please send me further information. 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. “corporation 


Dept. ST-6 








PARENTS KILLED 
BY 
WILD BOARS 





ai. 
—_ 





Number 5D, Kim, Mang Bok, last 
year lost both parents when they were 
killed by a herd of wild boars while 
they were working on a farm_in the 
mountains. He managed to get on a 
train and come to Pusan where he was 
found begging and wandering about. 
Now he is well cared for in our New Person Orphanage, but must 
have a sponsor. 


Each child is waiting to have an American or Canadian “Daddy and 
Mommie”! For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you or 
your Sunday School, Bible Class, Junior Church, Ladies Group, etc., 
will help bring Christ to your chosen boy or girl and train him to be 
a Christian leader in Korea. This $8 provides all the needs of the 
child, including school tuition which is not free in Korea. 


The ESEA is caring for well over 3,000 orphans, war widows and 
children of lepers. Many more are in desperate need, homeless, cold 
and hungry. Help us take in many more from off the streets into 
our 52 Homes. Write or phone NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois 


icture, 
TICU- 


4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Ill. Telephone: Gladstone 6-6181 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of. the lessons for the year 1960 
may be be had for 20 cents a copy or $2 
a@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Trained Ears Hear the Echo.—Whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man (Matt. 7:24, Golden Text). What 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


a Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 





THE LORD IS WORKING 
ww HOLY LAND 











Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
arlene caso 
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trained ears a captain needs to hear the 
different signals in a fog and so know 
the position, to hear and read an echo. 
A ship was in a fog on one of the 
Canadian lakes. The captain’s face sud- 
denly became tense, then perplexed. 
He rang for slowed engines. The whis- 
tle shrieked, but no answer came. 
“There’s something dead ahead,” he de- 
clared, “I get an echo from something.” 
Just then the fog lifted a little, and not 
ten feet from the bow was a huge steel 
scow that had broken loose from harbor 
and drifted. A landsman said he had 
heard no echo. The captain chuckled. 
“It’s a matter of an educated hearing. 
God gave us ears, but we don’t always 
train them.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


The Immovable Rock.—It was founded 
upon a rock (Matt. 7:25). 


Thou who wert God eternal 
Or ever the earth began, 

Hide me in time of trouble 
For vain is the help of man. 


And so shall my soul be lifted... 
He sets me upon a Rock, 

And ever beside still waters 
The Shepherd leads His flock. 


And I have my portion forever 
With those whom He hath loved. 
He is my strength and fortress, 
Can I be greatly moved? 
—Martha Snell Nicholson 


Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Shallow, Decayed, or Inflexible?—A 
foolish man, which built his house upon 
the sand (Matt. 7:26). On August 31, 
1954, a hurricane swept across New 
England, felling thousands of trees and 
leaving untold damage in its path. Of 
the trees that fell, some were uprooted 
because their roots were too: shallow, 
some broke because they were decayed 
at their center, and some were too in- 
flexible, and were snapped off by the 
fury of the storm. The storms and ten- 
sions of our times have revealed similar 
weaknesses in people’s lives. Some lack 
roots of faith to hold them steady when 
the storms of temptation and trouble 
come. Some are weakened by the pres- 
ence of unconfessed sin in their lives. 
Some are inflexible in their pride and 
self-will, resisting the will of God in 
their lives—From The Expositor. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Borderline Christians——And every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon 
the sand (Matt. 7:26). While journey- 
ing recently through the Canadian 
Rockies, we noticed that there were 
trees growing on the edges of the steep 
embankments and that in many cases 
half their roots were uncovered and 
were vainly grasping the air around. 
Some trees had loosened their hold al- 
together and had plunged down the 
steep slopes of the embankments. They 
had been growing too near the edge. 
How often believers find themselves in 
some predicament simply because they 
have allowed their roots to grow too 
near the edges of Christian experience; 
they are borderline Christians. Instead 
of growing in grace they have allowed 


themselves to remain immature and un- 
stable—completely unable to face the 
howling storms of temptation and ad- 
versity. Their experience is similar to 
that of the little boy who was contin- 
ually falling out of bed. His mother 
asked him why he was always doing so. 
He responded, “I guess I stay too near 
the getting-in side.” For those who will 
leave the edges of Christian experience 
and seek to become established in 
Christ, the promise is: “The root of the 
righteous shall not be moved” (Prov. 12: 
3).—From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Stick to What?—And the rain... 
floods . . . winds . . . beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the 
fall of it (Matt. 7:27). In a large man- 
ufacturing town a man lay on his death- 
bed. While well and strong he and his 
son both professed to be infidels. But 
under the test of his latest days his 
confidence in his unbelieving principles 
broke down; there was nothing in them 
to sustain him. His son, desirous that 
his father should die as he had lived, 
went to fortify him, and said, “Father, 
be a man and stick to it.” “Ah!” he re- 
plied, “but there is nothing to stick to.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Preach as Though It Were Fact.—He 
taught them as one having authority 
(Matt. 7:29). I’m afraid there is a lot 
of preaching these days that comes with 
no such authority because it is not truly 
the preaching of the Word of God. Da- 
vid Garrick, the English actor, was once 
asked why actors are so much more ef- 
fective than preachers in moving an 
audience. This was his answer: “Ac- 
tors present fiction as though it were 
fact; too many preachers present fact 
as though it were fiction.’"—From a 
radio sermon by the Rev. Peter Elders- 
veld. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. Prize illustration. 


Washed by “All Wet” Preaching.— 
Whether of them twain did the will of 
his father? They say unto him, The first 
(Matt. 21:31). Dr. M. R. DeHaan was 
in his study one morning when a man 
came in. He had served five years in 
prison at Joliet; when released he was 
determined to go straight, but could not, 
depending on his own strength. He was 
again implicated in a robbery in Grand 
Rapids and was sentenced to 15 years at 
Jackson, Mich. As he served this sen- 
tence he got harder and more revenge- 
ful. Then one Sunday morning he was 
listening to the radio with other pris- 
oners in his cell block, and the Spirit of 
God brought terrible conviction upon 
him through Dr. DeHaan’s last words: 
“It is not trying things, neither is it do- 
ing things, but it is simply receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ by faith.” He called 
for the chaplain and told him he wanted 
to get saved, that he had listened to 
the message over the air and wanted to 
receive Jesus as Lord and Saviour. But 
the chaplain was a Unitarian and could 
not help him. He said that the preacher 
in Grand Rapids was “crazy” and “all 
wet,” and that it was up to the man to 
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make up his mind to do better. But the 
prisoner knew he could not; he had 
tried and failed too many times. There 
was nothing to do but fight it out 
alone. He went to his cell, did not go 
down to mess, and could not sleep, un- 
til at last he knelt in his cell and cried 
out, “Lord Jesus, the best I know how, 
I do receive Thee as my Saviour and my 
Lord!” That moment he was saved, and 
a sweet peace swept over his soul. 
Then like a bolt out of a clear sky he 
was informed that Governor Green had 
commuted his sentence on condition that 
he return to his home state. The radio 
minister says that he had a period of 
the sweetest fellowship with that pa- 
roled jailbird that he has ever experi- 
enced with anyone.—From Grace and 
Glory. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Two Houses and Two Boys 
(Matt. 7:24-29; 21:28-3lab) 
URING these vacation days strive 
to interest the boys and girls in 
as much Christian activity as possible. 
In connection with each lesson suggest 
projects that appeal to the different 
talents in your class. Perhaps you will 
have an activity chart to show each 
child’s contributions during the sum- 
mer months with a star or _an honor 
seal for outstanding effort. Use chil- 
dren who are willing to prepare, to 
present the lessons. Encourage chil- 
dren to make their own small flannel 
boards to repeat the lessons to others. 
And if children do things, they must 
be given time to show or report them 
the next Sunday. 

For today’s lesson help one pupil 
to prepare to tell the story of the two 
houses, and another the story of the 
two boys. Colored pictures of two 
houses may be cut from magazines or 
drawn by the pupil. Make trees bent 
before the storm and zigzag lightning 
from colored paper. Prepare a strip 
of blue cloth or paper for the flood. 
One of the houses may be cut into 
three pieces beforehand and placed to- 
gether carefully, so that when the flood 
comes they will appear to fall apart 
(or float away if it is a wooden house). 
Ask a volunteer to find out if a house 
in Bible times would float away. What 
was it made of? What did it look 
like? Perhaps someone will make a 
paper or clay model. 

Figures for the boys and their fa- 
ther may also be cut from magazines 
or catalogs (figures in work clothes). 
If a picture of grapevines is not avail- 
able, color a bunch of grapes to put in 
the boy’s hand. (What kind of work 
would a boy be doing with grapes in 
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the Lord’s day? Report by a volunteer 
next time.) Have the storytellers prac- 
tice in your presence to assure an ac- 
curate presentation of story and figure 
action before the class. 

Following the story of the two houses, 
the teacher may show the account of a 
juvenile delinquent in a newspaper. 
The prodigal son in his first stage is a 
Biblical example. What is the rock 
foundation in a boy’s or girl’s life? (1 
Cor. 3:10, 11.) You may not make the 
headlines now while you are building 
deep to put in that good foundation for 
a life that will last forever. But the 
Lord will have your name in His book 
(Rev. 21:27). And who knows—good 
people make the headlines on earth, too, 
like our President and Billy Graham. 
(Show newspaper mention of a Chris- 
tian.) 

The story of the two boys emphasizes 
again the point made last week that 
deeds, not talk, count. “Be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves” (Jas. 1:22, 
Memory Verse). 

What are the words of the Lord 
Jesus that we are to hear and do? 
Each one of you name one thing from 
the lessons on happiness and the stories 
that the Lord told. (If some cannot 
think of a point, make suggestions such 
as: What should we think about? What 
about our prayers? List these ideals 
on the blackboard, and try to include 
the important themes of the quarter.) 

Now suppose we each make a build- 
ing chart for ourselves. From the list 
on the blackboard choose one item in 
which you are weak. One side of your 
paper mark “Hearer,” and the other 
“Doer.” Next find the Lord’s words 
on your problem and copy them. If 
you whisper your secret trouble to me, 
I will try to help you find the right 
words. Every time you rate as a “doer” 
during the week, list it on the “doer” 
side. Read your “hearer” verse every 
morning, and maybe every day you can 
add a “doer” deed! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OULD it not have been wonder- 

ful to have lived in the long, long 
ago when the Lord Jesus was here on 
earth? How wonderful it would have 
been to have seen Him with our very 
own eyes! Imagine, sitting around Him, 
listening to Him tell stories. Never, 
never would we be able to forget them. 
Perhaps there were no children around 
when He told certain stories. The story 
that we are going to hear today was 
probably not heard by children when 
He was here on earth. None were sit- 
ting on His lap. None were at His feet. 











DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Atonement 


“The uniform teaching of the Word of God 
is that the Lord Jesus Christ came into the 
world that He might die for the sin of men. 
‘The Son of man came... to give his life a 
ransom for many’ (Matthew 20:28; Mark 
10:45). ‘Christ Jesus . . . gave himself a ran- 
som for all’ (I Timothy 2:5, 6). We do not 
question for one moment that He came to 
reveal the Father, to do the Father’s will, 
to fulfill the law, to be the light of the world, 
to impart life, to witness to the truth, to 
destroy the works of the devil; but we affirm 
that basic to all is His atoning death and 
bodily resurrection. 

“Men need atonement, for men are lost. 
Men need to be saved, for men cannot save 
themselves. Since it is sin which separates 
from God, the sin question must be settled. 
God’s answer to men’s sin is the blood of 
Christ. Wherever else the sacrifice of Christ 
may be frowned upon and rejected, in heaven 
it is the song of the redeemed and the vin- 
dication of the holiness of God. No wonder 
it is called ‘precious blood’ (I Peter 1:19). 

“The sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus 
was for us; He died in our place. He ‘bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree’ (I 
Peter 2:24). He ‘suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust’ (I Peter 3:18). ‘He hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin’ (II Corinthians 5:21). ‘Christ Jesus... 
a ransom for all.’ It is by faith in Him who 
died and rose again that men find life ever- 
lasting * John 3:16; 5:24; Ephesians 2:8, 9).” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible study 
and practical exhortation. 112 pages, paper 
bound. For your free copy, write Moody Bible 
Institute, Dept. S-0-865, 820 N. LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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Except for His disciples, He was doubt- 
less among men who hated Him. His 
story was about a man who had two 
sons. 

The Lord Jesus told this story in 
the Temple only three days before He 
died on the cross for the sin of the 
world. The Jews who did not believe 
Him to be the Son of God had already 
determined to kill Him. But the Lord 
Jesus tried again and again to help 
them to see how dreadful it was to 
turn their backs on the Son of God. 
God loved the Jewish people. They 
were a special people to Him. But now, 
though He had sent His Son to them, 
they did not receive Him. Not receiv- 
ing Him would have been bad enough, 
but, even worse, they were going to 
get rid of Him, the precious Son of 
God. 

The Jews asked many questions of 
the Lord Jesus. They tried to embar- 
rass Him. They wanted to get Him to 
say the wrong thing so they would 
have some reason to kill Him. Instead, 
the Lord Jesus answered their ques- 
tions so perfectly that they could not 
find any reason to murder Him. Oh, 
this made them so angry! It was to 
these hateful Jews that the Lord Jesus 
told this simple story: 

A man had two sons. To the one 
son he said, “Go work today in my 
vineyard.” His son should have im- 
mediately obeyed his father. But 
instead he shocked his father by an- 
nouncing, “I will not go.” The father 
was sad indeed. But he had to have 
the work done so he went to the other 
son and said to him, “Son go work to- 
day in my vineyard.” His son said, 
“All right, father, I will go.” After 
awhile the first son realized what a 
terrible thing he had done. He real- 
ized he never should have spoken to his 
father as he did, and certainly he never 
should have disobeyed him. He was 
very sorry for what he had said, and 
so he hurried off to the vineyard to do 
the work. The second son, when his 
father was gone, either decided it would 
not be necessary for him to go, or else 
he felt his father would never know if 
he went or not. Anyway, he did not 
go. “Now tell me,” the Lord Jesus 
said, “which of the two sons did the 
will of his father?” 

Of course the Jews knew the answer. 
They should have. They were wise 
men so they were right when they said 
that the first son did the will of his 
father. They probably understood ex- 
actly what His story meant, but to 
make certain that they knew, He ex- 
plained it to them. 

These men who were questioning Him 
just before His death, were religious 
leaders. They pretended to believe the 
Word of God. They pretended to fol- 
low it. But the Word of God had 
clearly said that God would send His 
Son. God had told where His Son 
would be born long, long before the 
Lord Jesus left the ivory palaces of 
Heaven. 

They should have known who He 
was. They should have believed. They 
should have received God’s Son. But 
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no, they were not doing that. They 
were like the second son who said he 
would do what his father wanted him 
to do, but did not do it. God the Fa- 
ther wanted the Jews to receive the 
Lord Jesus. But, though they said 
they believed God, they did not re- 
ceive His Son. 

Others who were known to be wicked 
sinners repented. So the Lord Jesus 
said, they were like the first son. They 
were being born into God’s family by 
faith in God’s Son. Have you been 
born into God’s family? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 26 


3. Sweethearts Forever 
(1 Cor. 13:4-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THE series on “Boy-Girl Relation- 

ships” that closes with this week’s 
topic, we have thus far considered 
where and how, as Christians, we 
should meet and choose our friends. 
We have seen something of how to act 
on a date, and where to go and what to 
do. 

bd 


Unless we are very different from 
many other young people, “going 
steady” will soon become a very real 
temptation, as we watch other boys 
and girls pairing off with one particu- 
lar individual. If we can see some of 
the very real disadvantages of this prac- 
tice, and look objectively at some of 
the fancied advantages, we may avoid 
some very difficult experiences. 


se 


First of all, we should see that it is 
silly to do anything merely because 
someone else does it, or to avoid being 
thought “different.” To some young 
people, “going steady” gives a fancied 
sense of security, in that one may al- 
ways be sure of having a companion 
when social activities come along at 
church or school. It is looked upon as 
a sort of insurance against being left 
out of certain good times, or having to 
go places alone. It is true that it is 
not pleasant to be left alone when 
everyone else is pairing off, but such 
experiences are often worse in antici- 
pation than they are in actual experi- 
ence. 


sé 


Some boys and girls seem to feel 
more comfortable by having all their 
dates with just one person. It gives 
a sense of possession that contributes 
something to one’s ego, and yet it is a 
possession that can end in suffering and 
embarrassment, however, when it be- 
comes evident that it was not real. 


There are other disadvantages and 
some real dangers in “going steady,” 
and careful thought may help us to 
see that they outweigh the fancied ad- 
vantages. 

“Going steady” says “hands off” to 
other worth-while friends, without giv- 
ing any definite pledge or commitment 
in return, and it does so at a time when 
boys and girls should be cultivating a 
wide circle of friends and finding out 
to which particular one among them 
God may be leading as a life partner. 


bd 


It is also true that seldom are one’s 
teen-age inclinations and ideals the same 
as those that characterize the twenties. 
“Going steady” may, and often does, 
entangle an individual in a relation- 
ship that is difficult or embarrassing to 
break, when it is discovered that ideals 
have changed. 

bd 


“Going steady” sometimes encourages 
intimacies that should have no place 
between those who are not definitely 
pledged by an engagement. In these 
days when petting and kissing are in- 
dulged in indiscriminately in public, as 
well as private, by young people who 
scarcely know one another, Christians 
are often tempted to follow their ex- 
ample, just because “everyone else is 
doing it.” God intends, however, that 
the two young people He brings to- 
gether for life partnership shall have 
their personalities blended in a pure, 
wholesome love, untarnished by any 
play at lovemaking or demonstrations 
of cheap affection with various earlier 
acquaintances. When you make a pur- 
chase in the store, you ask for a clean, 
unsoiled article, not one that has been 
pawed over or tried out by other cus- 
tomers. How much more important it 
is, then, to present to the one that God 
chooses for you an unmarred fresh life 
and personality. 

we 


But the time will come, after there 
has been opportunity for fellowship 
with a number of friends, when two 
Christian young people will have less 
and less dates with others and will 
realize that they are being drawn to 
one another. As they pray about it 
and seek God’s will, He will deepen 
their friendship and make it plain to 
both of them, not just to one, that He 
intends them for each other. 


se 


Notice that from the beginning God 
intended that partnership as a man and 
wife is to be for life (Gen. 1:27; Mark 
10:6, 9; 1 Cor 7:10, 39). His plan has 
never been set aside. It is unregener- 
ate man who has chosen the path of 
animal attraction, regarding marriage as 
some sort of a proving ground, or a trial 
and error method of finding out whether 
two individuals can get along together. 


Me 


Since a Christian marriage is to last 
throughout life, we will do well to give 
sober thought to the foundation stones 
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upon which God says we are to build 
a home. The first is Christ Jesus Him- 
self. He should be the Head of every 
household, acknowledged as Lord, and 
the one to whom every desire and plan 
is to be submitted. The establishment 
of the family altar is vital from the 
start. Only at the feet of the Lord 
Jesus can the inevitable adjustments, 
differences in personalities, misunder- 
standings, trials, and difficulties that 
will come to every couple be resolved 
and cleared away. 


bd 


Another foundation stone of the home 
must be real and unselfish love as 
described in the Scripture portion 
chosen for this week’s topic—a love 
that finds its highest in mutual love for 
Christ. Then there are the foundation 
stones of mutual respect and confidence, 
of mutual sharing of responsibilities, 
and of mutual interests and activities. 
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Ephesians 5:21-33 gives God’s formula 
for maintaining a happy home, once it 
has been established on the right foun- 
dations. By submitting themselves one 
to another, the husband and wife are 
reminded that the husband is the head 
of the household, even as the Lord Jesus 
is the overlord of the home (1 Cor. 11: 
3; Gen. 3:16). The wife’s spiritual 
equality with the man is recognized 
(v. 21), and the fact that the husband 
is to be the head of the household is 
not to be a burden, for he is admon- 
ished to love his wife, even as Christ 
loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it (v. 25). He is to cherish her 
even as his own body (vv. 28, 29). 
Thus, under Christ’s example and en- 
abling it is possible for those whom 
God joins together to be “sweethearts 
forever.” Will you let Him make it 
a reality for you? 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Bible Facts With Questions and An- 
swers. By Lura B. Lawrence. (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Natick, Mass., $1, paper.) 
Bible quizzes serve various purposes, 
but it would seem that the seventeen 
lists here given challenge particularly 
the sincere Christian who thinks he 
has, all his life, been a student of the 
Scriptures. Preceding these questions, 
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however, is an outline of the history 
of Bible manuscripts, along with the 
most important facts regarding author- 
ship, divisions, and translations. The 
questions are not easy, as for example, 
“Where in the Bible did author Winston 
Churchill find his book title, ‘The Inside 
of the Cup?’” “What is the meaning 
of the word, Deuteronomy?” “Name 
the first Board of Deacons.” “Who was 
Jubal?” Between the quizzes and their 
answers are outlines with references of 
the life of Christ and Paul’s missionary 
journeys. 


Expository Studies in the Life of 
Christ. By C. E. Colton. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.) In a clear, concise, scholarly man- 
ner Dr. Colton has given to us an ex- 
cellent study of the life of Christ. The 
writer has been careful not to “spir- 
itualize” but to “expound” the text. 
He excells in expository preaching. Dr. 
Colton is pastor of one of the largest 
Baptist churches in this country. You 
will find this record one that glorifies 
our Saviour. 


Prayer, the Secret of Power. By 
C. J. Kinne. (Nazarene Pub. House, 
Kansas City, Mo., $1.) The author deals 
here with some very important phases 
of our prayer life. His definition of 
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prayer is apt and his answers to such 
questions as: “How to pray,” “Where to 
pray,” “Who should pray,” and “When 
to pray” are inspirational and instruc- 
tive. However, the reader should keep 
in mind that the author is Arminian in 
theology, and it is this reviewer’s con- 
viction that his interpretation of the 
Scripture with regard to healing, in the 
latter part of this book, has dangerous 
implications. 


They Teach Us To Pray. By Reginald 
E. O. White. (Harper and Bros., New 
York 16; $3.) To all who would know 
the insight into prayer and its true 
technique, and who long for encour- 
agement and inspiration regarding their 
own prayer life, this book will make 
a great contribution. Mr. White has 
given to us a superb guide to the ‘art 
of praying by relating the experiences 
of great figures of the Bible. Sixteen 
men of prayer in the Old Testament 


are used in this thesis. Their prayers | 


and a study of the circumstances in- 
volved should enhance one’s prayer 
life. This valuable commentary on the 
prayer life of great men should be in 
every preacher’s library. 


Jim Longknife. By Florence Walton 
Taylor. (Albert Whitman & Co, 
Chicago 6; $2.75.) This story vividly 
portrays pioneer life in Kentucky dur- 
ing the troublous days of 1777, when 
early settlers had reason to fear being 
captured or killed by the Indians then 
on the warpath. Jim Hudson, a cou- 
rageous fellow, found a young Indian 
boy badly injured, and he did not hesi- 
tate to take him home to be nursed 
and cared for. 
interested in playing on Jim’s drum, 
and the boys were good chums till 
one night the young Indian boy and 
his horse both disappeared. Soon Jim 
was separated from his parents, and 
they were all taken captive. An In- 
dian chief wanted to adopt Jim as his 
son, and he became known as “Jim 
Longknife.” A good story of the In- 
dians in early American history. 


Children at Home 


Omat’s Answered Prayer 
By Esther O. Smith 


MAT leaned against the trunk of a 
large cocoanut tree and looked out 
over the lake. He heard a sound and 
quickly turned his head. Omat saw 
Mister John, a teacher at the school 
where he was getting his training, walk- 
ing down the dusty road. 
“Hot day, Omat,” said Mister John, 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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as he joined the young man. “That’s 
a dry, hot wind coming over the lake. 
I grew up in a land where we often had 
snow on Christmas Day. Seems strange 
to have such hot weather and that blaz- 
ing sun.” 

Omat shook his head. He had heard 
Mister John tell about the snow on 
Christmas. Here in central Africa the 
weather was very different than in 
some other parts of the world. 

Omat was one of the students at the 
training school in Opari. Yesterday 
they had their games and races. Today 
they had their Christmas dinner, a cow, 
vegetables, and peanuts. Tomorrow the 
students would go back to their villages 
for their vacation and return to the 
school on the first of April. 

“It’s almost time for us to be at the 
chapel, Omat. We will just have a short 
service.” 

Omat stood up and he and Mister 
John walked over to the path that led 
through the woods. When they reached 
the chapel most of the young men had 
entered and were ready for the service, 
which was conducted by two mission- 
aries. 
stood up and sang, 

Throw out the Life-Line across the dark wave; 
There is a brother whom someone should save. 

Omat was silent as he listened to the 
words and let them sink into his heart. 
He felt that he had work to do for God 
when he returned to his native village. 
His parents were Christians but he did 
not feel that Khama, his twelve year 
old brother, had accepted Jesus Christ 
as Saviour. Omat silently prayed and 
asked God to use him to lead Khama 
to Christ. 

It rained during the night but the 
next morning the sun shone bright. 
And as Omat started down the path 
that led through the bush, the leaves 
of the gum trees glistened. It took 
several hours for him to reach the clear- 
ing. He felt very happy when he saw 
the thatch-roofed huts of his native 
village. 

As Omat walked toward the hut of 
his parents he saw Tatsime, his mother, 
cooking the noon meal over an open 
fire. She reached over to lift the heavy 
pot off the three stones. 

“Wait, Mother, I’ll lift that pot, for 
you,” Omat called as he ran toward 
Tatsime. 

“Good to see you, Omat. I’ve been 
counting the days for you to get home.” 

“Where’s Khama, Mother?” Omat 
asked. 

Tatsime pointed toward the hut. 

“He has been lying on the mat all 
morning. Khama cut his foot with a 
hoe yesterday and it is very sore. We 
think we'll have to take him to the dis- 
pensary if his foot isn’t better tomor- 
Tow.” 

Omat lifted a small pot of water and 
placed it on the stones.. 

‘Tll try to do something to help that 
cut on Khama’s foot, Mother.” 

“You are such a help to all of us, 
Omat,” Tatsime said. “That is one 
Teason why we miss you so much, but 
we are happy that you go to the train- 
ing school.” 
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At the close of the service they — 
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“I am getting good training there, 
Mother, and I do want God to use me 
in His service.” 

Omat poured some of the hot water 
in a small pan and walked over to the 
hut. When he entered he saw Khama 
sitting hunched on the mat hugging 
his knees. 

“Let me see that cut on your foot, 
Khama,” Omat said as he took a clean 
handerchief out of his pocket. 

“I hope you can help me, Omat. My 
foot is really sore.” Khama shut his 
mouth tight to try to keep from crying. 

Omat looked at the cut on Khama’s 
foot, put his handkerchief in the hot 
water and pressed it against the cut. 

“I’m glad I have this tube of salve 
with me, Khama,” Omat said as he took 
the tube from his pocket. “I always 
have it with me when I come through 
the bush just in case I need it.” 

Omat gently rubbed some salve on 
the sore cut on Khama’s foot. 

“‘Tll do this again tonight, Khama. 
I think this salve will help.” 

“Thank you, Omat. Somehow I feel 
that salve will help that cut on my 


_foot.” 


Khama’s foot was better the next 
morning. At noon when Seti, the boys’ 
father, came home for his meal Omat 
said, “I’m going in and bring Khama 
out to have his dinner with us.” 

Omat went in the hut and lifting 
Khama he said, “We want you to have 
dinner with us. I'll carry you out and 
then there won’t be any strain on your 
foot.” 

Omat placed Khama under the mango 
tree, and the boy leaned against the 
trunk. Tatsime served the stewed meat 
and greens to Seti and her sons. Then 
she sat down and had her meal. When 
Tatsime finished eating, she and Seti 
placed some food in a pan and took it 
to a sick friend who lived down the 
road. 

“I’m glad that sore place on my foot 
seems so much better, Omat. I’d like 
to do things to help people just as you 
do.” 

“Thanks, Khama, I am always glad 
to be of service to those who need as- 
sistance. Father and Mother certainly 
do a great deal to aid the people in 
our village.” . 


“Yes, Omat, I know they do.” Khama 
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looked thoughtfully at his brother. 
“That old man down the road lives 
alone. I know he'll be pleased to get 
that food.” 

“Now that I’m home on my vacation, 
Khama, I hope God will use me to help 
our needy people and to lead them to 
Jesus Christ. Our village would be a 
very different place if more of our peo- 
ple were Christians.” 

“Omat, I’m glad we belong to a Chris- 
tian family,” Khama said as he turned 
toward his brother. 

“That’s something for 
should be very thankful, Khama. Now, 
I want to ask you a question. This is 
something that has been very much on 
my heart. Are you a Christian, 
Khama?” 

Khama looked at Omat with an as- 
tonished expression on his face. 

“Why, Omat,” he said, “I know about 
Jesus Christ.” 

“Of*‘course you do, Khama. Many 
people know about Jesus Christ but 
they don’t know Jesus Christ.” 

“Know Jesus Christ?” asked Khama. 
“What do you mean, Omat? How 
would I know Him?” 

“Accept Him as your Saviour, Khama, 
and ask Him to use you in His service. 
Then you would know Jesus Christ.” 

Khama was silent for a few minutes. 
Then he looked at Omat and said, “I’d 
like to do that right now, Omat. I 
want to accept Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. I'll try to do what He wants 
me to do. I hope God will use me to 
help our people. Oh, Omat, I do want 
to tell my friends about Jesus and I 
do hope that they will accept Him as 
their Saviour.” 

“That’s the way, Khama. One can- 
not know God until he has accepted 
Christ as His Saviour. You seem very 
sincere in the stand you have taken 
and I’m sure there is much work for 
you to do in this village.” 

How grateful Omat was that God 
had answered his prayer! The boys 
bowed their heads and Omat thanked 
the Lord for using him to lead Khama 
to accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
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Christian Unity— 
Or World Conformity? 
(Continued from page 461) 


It is not hard to trace modern ecu- 
menical unity to the spirit of our age. 
Major corporations consolidate to form 
massive commercial power blocs. La- 
bor unites for industry-wide bargain- 
ing. Nations form broad alliances for 
mutual protection. 

A more significant factor in modern 
thinking contributing to the consoli- 
dation of churches has been pointed 
out by William H. Whyte, Jr., in his 
best-selling book, “The Organization 
Man.” Church life in the new suburban 
village of Park Forest, Ill., is prophetic 
of the religious world of tomorrow. It 
is important to note the principles by 
which two United Protestant Churches 
in this book have been set up under 
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the leadership of five denominations 
and with the co-operation of twenty- 
two others. 

The minister who launched this new 
church program gave two significant 
keys to this type of unity. “We try 
not to offend anybody,” preferring to 
“emphasize the areas where there was 
theological agreement and not bring 
up the theological points anyone could 
take exception to.” This does not leave 
very much to say about God besides 
a few vague platitudes, and it leads 
to the second key—that man is the 
real object of worship. “Human re- 
lations,” he felt, “were of key impor- 
tance.” Determining to make people 
feel that they “belong to a group,” the 
church leaders “pick out the more use- 
ful parts of the doctrine to that end” 
(p. 367). Where religion is of man, 
by man, and for man, differences over 
God need not divide. 

Religious world conformity advances 
with the neglect of Scripture, but 
Christian unity grows through diligent 
preaching and teaching of “the whole 
counsel of God.” 

(To be continued) 

















By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 20 to 26 


Mon.—Matthew 7:24-29. 
Founded on the Rock. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock.” 
The Lord, infinitely wise, would have 
us wise to that which is good for time 
and eternity. Beware of guilty, su- 
preme folly in not hearing and doing 
the will. of God. Let all, from pew- 
holder to pulpit preacher, see to it 
that they are hearers and doers of the 
will of God. Neglect of the Word 
brings subjection to sin. We all have 
to choose to be wise or foolish in God’s 
sight. Many people rock themselves 
to sleep while utterly ignoring the Rock 
upon which they are to build their sal- 
vation. Pray for the Radio Bible Class, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Tues.—Matthew 21:28-32. 
Which Son? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whether of 
them twain did the will of his father?” 
The question faces all of us. We have 
to decide whether we will obey God 
or go our own way. Beware of break- 
ing vows made to God. He has no 
pleasure in those who say, “I will” and 
go not in the pathway of holy duty. 
Mr. Moody used to say to some people, 
“It is either ‘I will’ or ‘I won’t’ with 
every one of you.” What is your re- 


sponse to the clear will of God for 
your life? Are you doing His will from 


your heart? Pray for the Hebrew 
Christian Alliance of America, Inc, 
Chicago. 


Wed.—2 Peter 1:3-8. 
Encouraging Promises. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Great and pre- 
cious promises.” God’s promises are 
“checks on the Bank of Heaven” said 
Mr. Spurgeon. By them we are made 
partakers of the divine nature. God's 
promises encourage us in our prayers 
and in our labors and hasten us on to 
the Word of God. Think how great and 
precious is the promise of eternal life! 
Plead the promises in prayer. Pray 
for the American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc., New York City. 


Thurs.—James 2:14-26. 
Faith and Works. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Faith without 
works is dead.” Many people have 
only a sentimental faith. They nod 
their heads to the truth of God, while 
traveling a course of their own choos- 
ing. Gospel faith is meant to live, 
labor, and die by. Be sure that your 
faith is one that works by love to God. 
Be doers of God’s will as revealed in 
His Word, not hearers only. Pray for 
the Pocket Testament League, Engle- 
wood, N. J. 


Fri.—Philippians 2:12-18. 
Obey Without Grumbling. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Do all things 
without murmurings and disputings.” 
Never question God’s will for your life 
or complain. There is nothing as geod, 
sweet, and blissful as the will of God. 
It is called “good, and acceptable.” No 
one can know peace and divine bless- 
ing upon life and labor who does not 
accept entirely the will of God. Re- 
member the two Scriptural warnings 
against murmuring (1 Cor. 10:10; Jude 
16). Pray for the American Scripture 
Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—1 Peter 4:1-5. 
Live by the Will of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That he no 
longer should live the rest of his time 
in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to 
the will of God.” Satan has an easy 
time with people who live chiefly in 
the flesh. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” 
(Gal. 5:16). Make it your rule to walk 
in the Spirit, and to be so busy about 
your Master’s business that the Wicked 
One cannot reach you. Pray for the 
Message to Israel, Inc., New York City. 


Sun.—James 1:19-27. 
Doers of the Word. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves.” Meditate on 
God’s Word all you can. Live in it 
day and night and you will be a happy, 
prosperous Christian. Love to Christ 
is shown in our devotion to His will. 
There are too few “All-for-Jesus” Chris- 
tians. “Be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only.” Pray for the Back 
to the Bible Broadcast, Lincoln, Nebr. 
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